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UM ALUM RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS ORDER OF CANADA AWARD
MISSOULA Mark Angelo, who received his master's degree in forestry from The University of
Montana in 1978, has received the Order of Canada, Canada's highest lifetime achievement
award recognizing people who have made a difference to Canada.
Angelo, head of the British Columbia Institute of Technology's Fish, Wildlife, and
Recreation program in Burnaby, British Columbia, received the award for his river
conservation efforts over the past 25 years.
Angelo chairs the 120,000-member Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia
and was a founder of Rivers Day, an event that began in the province in 1980 with a mere 40
people attending. Today, Rivers Day is the largest event of its kind in North America. The
more than 100 Rivers Day events around British Columbia attract 45,000 people to clean-up
projects, seminars and activities celebrating the province's rivers.
"It's an honor to be recognized in this way," Angelo said. "I feel very fortunate. I
work in a profession I love and live in a country that has the world's finest rivers."
This isn't the first award Angelo has received. He received the Order of British
Columbia and Canada's National Recreational Fisheries Award in 1998 and the British
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Columbia Minister’s Environment Award for extensive volunteer efforts relating to river
conservation in 1997.
Angelo has written more than 200 articles and editorials about river conservation and
other environmental topics. He chairs the British Columbia Heritage Rivers Program, the first
provincial initiative of its kind in Canada. In his "spare time," he speaks regularly at
conferences throughout Canada and the world.
"Mark is absolutely tireless in his commitment to river preservation and rehabilitation,"
said BCIT President Tony Knowles. "His work has had a tremendous impact over the years.
And now to see Mark honored with an award of this stature is wonderful. It's well-deserved."
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